DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

family pictures, and there were effigies in marble of
the infant hands and feet of the Queen's children.
Lares and Penates had accumulated here in enormous
quantities and these material mementoes of imperish-
able memories held for the Queen something of the
sacredness of what they commemorated.   Never in
the life-time of its original owner had any house been
so enriched with records of its contemporary history.
To her, too, the Hanoverian dynasty, of which she
was   the   sixth   representative,   was   extinct:    the
dynasty of Victoria and Albeit had replaced it, and
this was the house which had been designed and
decorated  in  accordance  with the founder's  own
taste ; the Clock Tower and the Flag Tower and the
huge stables and the terrace where even in mid-
winter she could enjoy the mellow maritime air, and
the winding walks through the ilex-trees were his :
Osborne was the great private house of the new
dynasty. Since those days it had been greatly enlarged,
a wing had been built out from the original Pavilion,
and   for   Princess  Beatrice   a   smaller  wing.   The
Queen had also given her a house with a garden of
its own near by in the Park, and to Princess Louise
another establishment, Kent House, on the estate, so
that her daughters could have adjacent homes of
their own.   These two houses, like dower houses,
depended for their amenities on the big house being
in possession of the Family : it was the centre of this
Royal colony of private Hfe, holding it all together.
Like Balmoral it was the personal property of the
Queen, and in her will she devised it to her eldest
son, with the reservation of these two other houses
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